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Japanese Folklore

—— “Momotaro, the peach boy",
the first book we read as children—
We get to know folktales as children,
and they become part of us.Whenever we
hear or read, ‘Once upon a time...," we
are carried back into the world of our
imagination. This display focused on
Momotaro, one of those wonderful magic
stories that everybody knows.The folk-
tales of Momotaro, found in many parts
of Japan, has been translated into many
foreign languages and is known over-
seas. It did not remain a children’s
story, but underwent many interpretati-
ons in each age.At one time, it was ev-

en used as a basis for moral education.

The more we read it,the more we find
in it,so go your personal journey into
the world of Momotaro.
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MOMOTARO:THE STORY OF PEACH-BOY

Very very long ago, there lived in a
certain place an 0ld Man and an 0ld
Woman. One day they both went out in
different directions;the 0ld Man went
to the mountain to cut fire-wood and
the 0ld Woman went to the river to do
some washing. The 0ld Woman soon got
to the river and set her little wash-
ing-tub in a good place, ---then she to-
ok out of it,one by one, the things she
had brought in it to wash;:--shirts
stained with perspiration and an old
worn-out unlined gown,and she was was-
hing away at them when, suddenly, from
the upper part of the river,an enor-
mously large peach, big enough to full
your arms,came plunging and tumbling
down the current!

The 0ld Woman seeing the peach, said,
nodding her head as she talked, “Well!
well! that is a fine peach! I am sixty
years old this year and in all my life
I have never yet seen such a large
one! I expect it would be very sweet
eating! I will go and pick it up at
once and give it to my Old Man as a
present, ---that will be the thing to
do,”and she stretched out her hand to
the peach but could not reach it. She
looked round about her in every direc-
tion for a stick but there was not one
to be seen. She was rather perplexed
as to what to do,when she suddenly
thought of a plan!---she turned towards
the peach as it came floating down the
stream, and clapping her hands seducti-
vely,said: -

‘The distant waters are bitter!

The near waters are sweet!

Shun the bitter!

Come to the sweet!”

This she repeat two or three times.
The peach came on little-by-little, ---
little-by-little, and, strange to say,
when it got in front of the 01d Woman,
it stopped!! She picked it up quickly,
hurriedly gathered together her wash-

ing, then putting the peach under her
arm she hastend back to her own house
and waited impatiently for her hasba-
nd' s return, thinking, “When my 0ld Man
comes back how pleased he will be!”
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Good and Evil Momotaro

Once upon a time, there was a man
named Momoemon: He was feeling very
sorry for having no child, till his
hair had grown gray with age.One day,
when hie[sic]wife was returning from
Ujigami(a god who watches the prosper-
ity of the locality)she saw large momo
(peaches)so born on a stalk, that might
be called twine peaches floating down
the brook on the wayside.She instantly
got them up,and took them home to her
husband;and they ate them all,
thongh[sic] one of them was sour,and
another sweet.

And wonderful to tell, she conceived
soon after that! You may guess how joy-
ful their hearts might be.They thought
it was by the almighty power of
Ujigami,and thanking him with their
hearts, they waited hardly the time of
her parturittion[sic]. When the time
came, lo![sic]a boy of two heads was
born. They mourned of his deformity, but
they loved him exceedingly.It is com-
mon feeling of a parents to love
deformed child more dearly. They gave
him the name of Momotaro,and took
charge of his welfare by trusting him
to the hand of a kind nurse.

Now I am very sorry to Lell you
that as Momotaro grew on to be a young
boy, his one head got wrong and wicked,
while another one, honest and kind. llis
two heads had oflen Lo quarrel that
thay[sic]might be able to act accord-
ing Lo their own natures. The commands
of the one head were honest and kind
to the servants, but the other very
cruel;the one offered to work

dellgently[31c] anoLhor deslrcd to be
idle. One midnight, the evil head, while
the good one was sleeping, got up and
intended to go secrettly[sic]to a kura
Lo steal money. (Kura is a building in

“ which valuable Lreasures, money and the

others are secured from thiel and
fire,atc. [sic]. But just when he int-
ruded into it,the good head awoke, and
advised the evil head to stop his
intention to commit such a crime.
Getting angry at it,evil head slapped
the good head and hurt him seriously.
Hereafter the one head became the
bitter enemy of the another,and always
they were at quarrel with each other,
which was the matter of pains for his
parents. At last, Momoemon took him to
chinki-Dojin a wizard and consulted
with him about the condition of his
dear boy. “Sit down and listen me,my
boy" he said, “There was a dog that
drowned in a well by intending to
catch its own image which was seen in
it. How foolish it was! Your evil head
is just like the image in the well. If
the image were not seen, the dog would
have not drowned. It is not safe for
a man to have two heads on one body, *--
really to have the evil head.”and he
hit the evil head with his holy cane,
and immediately it fell asleep, gradu-
ally it disappeared and there only
remained a little wen in the place of
the evil head. Then he became a good
and henest man,and now his parents
were enjoying the life with their only
child.
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